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EFTA Ends; Leaders Pleased at Result 
LD1503220989 Stockholm Domestic Service in Swedish 
1130 GMT 15 Mar 89 


[Text] The EFTA [European Free Trade Association] 
meeting in Oslo has ended and a news conference with 
the of the governments taking part is going on at 
the moment. Here is a report from Per Andersson in 


Oslo: 


ey Just at this moment a news conference is 
ing held in Oslo and all the six prime ministers 
have said that they are pleased with the final document. 
The 25-point declaration states that the EFTA will study 
which instruments can be used to increase cooperation 
between the EC and the EFTA. According to the docu- 
ment the EFTA hopes that the ministerial meeting 
between the EC and the EFTA on Monday will begin the 
process of increasing cooperation. To create the biggest 
possible freedom of movement for goods, services, cap- 
ital, and people in the EC-EFTA area, we do not dismiss 
any form of cooperation, the document says. The Cus- 
toms Union is not dismissed but is not mentioned 
directly either. 


The EFTA countries also hope for an increased adjust- 
ment of jurisdiction between the EC and the EFTA, and 
some sort of common instrument in order to settle 
disputes. In what form—that is not said in the document 
either. At the same time the EFTA promises to increase 
harmonization inside its own organization. The docu- 
ment also guarantees that every individual EFTA coun- 
try can continue bilateral! discussions with the EC, which 
should be a relief for Austria, which has planned to apply 
for membership of the EC next summer. 


We have given a positive answer to the invitation of the 
EC, and we are going to strengthen EFTA as an organi- 
zation to deepen cooperation with the EC, the clearly 
pleased Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundt- 
land, currently the chairperson of EFTA, said at the 
beginning of the news conference. Maybe one can say 
that the document of the Oslo meeting is a step forward 
for EFTA and partly for Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Bundtland, who has managed to forge the unity around 
the declaration. 


However, it is Iceland which has played a main role in 
the meeting, demanding that free fishing trade after 20 
years of discussions in EFTA will be noted in the 
document. Iceland did not quite achieve its goal, but 
according to an appendix to the declaration, free fishing 
trade in EFTA will be a fact in the next 3 years, except 
for Finland, which gets another 2 years because of its 
fishing in the Baltic. 


Switzerland has also agreed that EFTA, together with the 
EC, will discuss some form of joint decision-making, but 
the president of Switzerland, Delamuraz, explained dur- 
ing the news conference that a supra-national EFTA is 
impossible for Switzerland. How this knot will be untied 
must be decided by future discussions. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS i 


EFTA Official Comments 
AU 1503132889 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
15 Mar 89 p 2 


[Interview with EFTA Secretary General Georg Reisch 
by Georg Possanner: “The Ball Is in the EC’s Field”; 
date, place not given] 


{Text} DER STANDARD: When can th. Oslo summit 
be called a success? 


Reisch: When the heads of governments clearly state that 
there is real interest in a considerable qualitative 
improvement of cooperation with the EC and that there 
is readiness to study the institutional requirements nec- 
essary for this, and when they clearly state their support 
for the European Free Trade Association [EFTA] as a 
platform for multilateral negotiations. 


DER STANDARD: But the Oslo declaration expressly 
confirms the EFTA states’ possibilities for individual 
negotiations with Brussels. 


Reisch: Yes, this is actually an alien phrase. However, it 
is the re-ult of the legitimate desire of a country (Austria) 
which might soon take bilateral steps and does not want 
to be subjected to the accusation: In Oslo you took the 
vow for a multilateral approach and the summit is hardly 
over before you follow your own way. 


DER STANDARD: What do you expect from the mul- 
tilateral approach? 


Reisch: | think that there are only two forms of a global 
solution: EC membership or looking for multilateral 
agreements. It is certainly possible to negotiate some 
individual issues bilaterally, but even Austria has not 
been able to conclude a bilateral agreement in any field 
for a long time. 


DER STANDARD: President Delors has advocated a 
new form of cooperation between EC and EFTA, which 
would be more structured in the institutional respect 
than to date. What are the possibilities and limits you 
see? 


Reisch: First the limit: As non-EC members we will not 
be able to participate in making decisions that concern 
the EC on the same basis as the members. However, 
various mechanisms of consultations are conceivable. 
Thus, the EFTA states might be given the opportunity to 
express their views during the various stages of dccision- 
making in fields that concern the European economic 
area of the 18 countries. 


DER STANDARD: Please, give us an example! 


Reisch: For instance, adding the view of the EFTA states 
to the initiative of the EC Commission before it is 
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presented to the Council. It is to be assumed that this 
would make them coalition partners of a considerable 
part of the EC states in many cases, which would give 
them influence—even though not legally binding influ- 
ence—on the formation of opinion within the EC. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


DER STANDARD: What will happen after the Oslo 
summit? 


Reisch: It looks as if the heads of government will 
respond to Delors’ initiative with new forms of cooper- 
ation. 
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President Waldheim To Visit Cyprus 22-23 Mar 
AU 1603102489 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 16 Mar 89 p 2 


[Text] Following his state visit to the United Arab 
Emirates, President Kurt Waldheim will visit Cyprus on 
22 and 23 March. He will hold talks with President 
Vasiliou and other leading figures. The president will 
also meet with Major General Guenther Greindl, the 
Austrian commander of the UN peace-keeping forces in 
Cyprus, and he will visit Austrian UN soldiers. 


Vranitzky, Graf Attend EFTA Summit 
AU1503111789 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 15 Mar 89 p 1 


{Excerpts} Oslo (APA)}—In the wake of serious differ- 
ences of opinion, the heads of government of the six- 
member countries of the European Free Trade Associa- 
tion [EFTA] began their 2-day conference on the new 
shaping of the relations between EC and EFTA in the 


Norwegian capital Oslo yesterday. [passage omitted] 


Austria is represented in Oslo by Chancellor Franz 
Vranitzky and Economics Minister Robert Graf. Despite 
its plans to join the EC, Austria will remain a “faithful 
and loyal EFTA member” in the future, Chancellor 
Franz Vranitzky affirmed at the beginning of the EFTA 
summit yesterday. The summit offers Austria an oppor- 
tunity to prove that Vienna is willing to cooperate with 
EFTA and to look for ways of achieving a multilateral 
approacn to the EC. [passage omit*ed] 


Vranitzky Rejects Customs Union 
AU1503113189 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 15 
Mar 89 p 2 


{Otmar Lahodynsky dispatch: “Vranitzky Rejects 
EFTA-EC Customs Union; Integration is a ‘Process and 
Not a Status”) 


[Text) Oslo—“The European Free Trade Association 
[EFTA] has to receive more interpretations from the EC 
of what the proposals made by EC Commission Presi- 
dent Delors really mean.” In a talk with DIE PRESSE, 
Chancellor Franz Vranitzky threw the ball in the EC- 
EFTA match back to Brussels with these words. The idea 
of a customs union with the EC, which is mainly pro- 
moted by Sweden, would bring too few advantages for 
Austria. Such a union does “not yet mean European 
integration,” the chancellor stressed. 


Yesterday, Tuesday, on the way to the conference of the 
six EFTA heads of government in Oslo, he fell victim to 
the notorious jams in German air space. The Lufthansa 
plane departed 2 hours late from Frankfurt. Thus, Vra- 
nitzky missed the luncheon with the five other EFTA top 
politicians, who, however, consider Austria as an outgo- 
ing member anyway. 


AUSTRIA 3 


While he was waiting on the plane, Chancellor Vranitzky 
explained his position toward EFTA and the EC, which 
must not be seen as “delaying tactics” toward Brussels, 
“which I am often accused of.” In Oslo he will stress 
‘“Austria’s autonomous leeway for actions” toward the 
EC, but will make it clear to his EFTA colleagues “that 
until a potential EC accession we will not deviate from 
cooperation with EFTA.” If Austria does not become an 
EC member—because of its own decision or “because we 
are rejected by Brussels”—EFT A membership will be all 
the more important. The chancellor can “certainly imag- 
ine” that a decision about the application for EC mem- 
bership will be made by summer. Last Sunday's [12 
March] election results [local elections in Salzburg, Tirol, 
and Carinthia] do “not have any influence” on this. 


The Austrians should not “be impressed by all too 
forceful calls for speedier decisions,” Vranitzky warned. 
The “forthcoming large demand for adjustments” must 
be “cleared up politically and by the social partners 
[representatives of employers and employees]” in Aus- 
tria. Thus, he welcomed the just finished report on the 
consequences of EC membership for the provinces, 
“because they should also know what they will be 
facing.” In his talk with DIE PRESSE, Vranitzky warned 
against Austria “being pushed into a situation in which 
we define our standpoints more clearly than the EC even 
though the EC is miles apart from them.” 


EC integration is “a process and not a status,” Vranitzky 
said and cited the planned currency union as an exam- 
ple. London, as an international financial market, is not 
interested in the demand for reciprocity by the EC for 
U.S. banks. Domestic banks, the largest of which look 
“like provincial banks with an international depart- 
ment” compared with those of the EC have to “reform 
their credit apparatus in any case.” However, Austria 
should “not stare so fixedly at EC conditions.” There are 
many things that have to be reformed in ovr own 
country, such as business regulations, which Vranitzky 
considers as “one of the saddest chapters of our eco- 
nomic history.” In Austria “‘almost everyone is for free 
competition, except when it exists,” the chancellor said 
ironically. 


Interior Minister Loeschnak Will Visit Israe) 
TA1603114689 Jerusalem GOVERNMENT PRESS 
OFFICE in English 15 Mar 89 


{Communicated by the Immigrants Absorption Minis- 
try spokesman”"—GOVERNMENT PRESS OFFICE 
subslug]} 


[Text] After a long freeze in relations between Israel and 
Austria, Israeli Minister of Absorption Rabbi Yitzhaq 
Peretz yesterday, (Tuesday), 14 March, met with the 
Austrian Interior Minister, Dr. Franz Loeschnak, in his 
office in Austria. 
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In the course of the half-hour meeting, Minister Peretz 
expressed his gratitude to the Austrian people for the 
great humaneness it has demonstrated in hosting Jewish 
immigrants passing through Vienna. Minister Peretz 
also thanked his host for the Austrian Government's 
involvement in freeing Israeli prisoners, and for station- 
ing the large Austrian UN Force on the Israeli-Syrian 


The Austrian minister told Minister Peretz that he was 
moved by the words of gratitude and said that Ausiria 
would go on performing humanitarian deeds to help 
Israel, and that it would grant aid and free passage to 
Jews from Eastern Europe and other countries. Loesch- 
nak lauded the Israeli minister for his clear perspective 
regarding the relations between the two countries, even 
when some tension prevails. The host expressed his 
regret over the fact that Minister Peretz’s visit was so 
brief, as he had wanted to show his guest how safe the 
city of Vienna was for the Jewish refugees arriving there. 


Minister Peretz invited Minister Loeschnak to visit 
Israel, and the latter grac‘ously accepted the invitation. 


Israel’s eretz Grateful 
AU1503121389 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
15 Mar 89 p 2 


[“kom” report: “Israel’s Friendship With Austria”’] 


[Text] Vienna—Yitzhaq Peretz, Israeli minister of 
immigration absorption, considers his meeting with 
Interior Minister Franz Loeschnak yesterday a “gesture 
of friendship toward the minister and the Austrian 
Government.” At a news conference in Vienna Peretz 
said that he expressed his gratitude for helping Soviet 
emigrants to emigzate via Austria. In January 1989 alone 
about 4,000 Soviet Jews emigrated via Austria. 


Peretz expressed his regret about the fact that only | out 
of 10 emigrants from the Soviet Union comes to Israel. 
This is the “harvest of what has been sown in the Soviet 


AUSTRIA 


Union over the past two generations,” by having cut off 
the Jewish people from the sources of their culture. Jews 
with a religious education prefer Israel as their home, 
Peretz said. Living in the United States, Canada, or 
Australia is doubtless easier. 


Concerning the relationship between Austria and Israel, 
which is represented only by a charge d'affaires in 
Vienna, the minister said that there are always tensions 
and misunderstandings in relations between states. 


Hungarians Crowd Shops on National Day 
AU1503 123289 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
1100 GMT 15 Mar 89 


[Text] Today, on the Hungarian National Day, tens of 
thousands of Hungarians have come to Austria as 
expected. The feared traffic chaos, however, had not 
taken place by late morning. At the border checkpoints 
incoming cars had to wait for up to | and 2 hours. 
Toward noon the wave of cars coming into Austria had 
subsided. The Hungarians’ preferred shopping centers in 
the Burgenland and Vienna's Mariahilfer Strasse are 
overcrowded. Extensive traffic jams are expected in the 
afternoon and the evening, at the latest when, upon 
leaving Austria again, the Hungarian shoppers have the 
value-added tax refunded at the border checkpoints. 


Company To Build C Center in USSR 
AU1603114089 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in German 
16 Mar 89 p 9 


[Unattributed report: “Vamed Engineering”] 


[Text] Vamed Engineering, a subsidiary of the VOEST- 
Alpine Medical Technology Company in Vienna, is to 
build a cardiological hospital with 308 beds in Krasno- 
dar in the USSR. The order is worth 550 million schil- 
lings. Vamed Engineering will be responsible for the 
entire planning and supply of the medical-technological 
facilities. A Turkish syndicate member will carry out the 
construction work. 
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Thatcher: ‘Time Has Come’ for Mandela Release 
MB1603111389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1105 GMT 
16 Mar 89 


[Text] London March 16 SAPA—British Premier Mrs 
Margaret Thatcher has told the South African Govern- 
ment that “the time has come” to release Nelson Man- 
dela, Whitehall sources said today. 


The sources said Mrs Thatcher delivered her message 
when she held 90 minutes of talks with the foreign 
minister, Pik Botha, at Number 10 Downing Street 
yesterday. 


The British leader also stated she wanted to see an early 
start to serious black-white dialogue in South Africa, said 
the sources. 


+ 


Mrs Thatcher is due to visit a number of African 
countries on a tour starting later this month, but British 
officials said there were still no plans for her to go to 
South Africa. 


Jordan's King Husayn Confers With Howe 15 Mar 
JN1503210389 Amman Television Service in English 
2000 GMT 15 Mar 89 


[Text] His majesty the king conferred in Lor Jon this 
afternoon with the Foreign Minister the Secretary Sir 
Geoffrey Howe. Discussions at the meeting dealt with 
the Middle East issue and the efforts being made to 
convene an international peace conference on the Mid- 
die East. The meeting was attended by the Prime Min- 
ister Mr Zayd al-Rifa‘i and the Chief of the Royal Court 
Field Marshal Al-Sharif Zayd ibn Shakir. 


UNITED KINGDOM 5 


Spanish Claims on IRA Terrorists Denied 
LD1603065 189 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 
0559 GMT 16 Mar 89 


[Text] The government has refuted Spanish police claims 
that British security officials knew the three IRA terror- 
ists killed by the SAS in Gibraltar were unarmed. 


The Foreign Office rejected the allegation made in 
Spain’s leading newspaper EL PAIS almosi a year to the 
day after the shootings. 


The paper also reported that Sean Savage, Daniel 
McCann and Mairead Farrell were trailed to the Spain- 
Gibraltar border, contradicting evidence given to the 
inquest which passed a “lawful killing” verdict. 

British authorities said at the hearing last October that 
Spanish police had lost track of the IRA gang and failed 
to warn them the three had crossed the border. 


But police sources quoted in EL PAIS claimed their 
surveillance ended only when the terrorists crossed the 
frontier at La Linea. They said the three had no weapons 
when they left Torremolinos for the British colony. 


A Foreign Office spokesman said the newspaper report 
was “untrue” and added: “they (the IRA gang) were not 
under surveillance. This was examined in great detail at 
the inquest.” 


Twenty-two of the Spanish officers involved in the 
Operation were this week honoured by their govern- 
ment—after being refused permission to attend the 
inquest. 

They are thought to have been prompted to give the 
newspapers their version of events after British allega- 
tions of their incompetence. 


Government sources said in Londen last night nothing 
significant or sinister was being read into the Spanish 
decision to honour the officers. 


The official Spanish Government version of events is 
that their as officers lost the terrorists at a 
crucial point ore they crossed the border into the 
colony. 
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Further Reportage on Egypt’s Mubarak Visit 


Mubarak Arrives in Berlin 
LD1503231989 Hamburg DPA in German 1642 GMT 
15 Mar 89 


[Text] Berlin (DPA)}—Egyptian President Mubarak 
arrived in Berlin this afternoon on a short |-day visit. He 
was welcomed at Tegel Airport by Major-General Fran- 
cois Cann, the French city commandant, and Eberhard 
Diepgen (CDU), the acting mayor. He is tc travel to 
Munich on Thursday afternoon. 


During the signing of the Golden Book in Schloss Char- 
lottenburg this evening, Diepgen acknowledged Muba- 
rak as a universally respected statesman and leading 
spokesman for the Islamic world. In the Middle East 
Mubarak is pursuing the path of a peaceful balance of 
interests, which coincides with the Europeans’ vital 
interest in a peaceful settlement in this region which 
allows all parties a place to live. /t is also important to 
continue the cooperation between Berlin and Egypt. 
Many young Egyptians are studying at Berlin universi- 
ties; however, as a result of the unnatural division of the 
city there are even two Egyptian museums. 


Greeted by von Weizsaecker 
NC1503193489 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 1830 
GMT 15 Mar 89 


[Text] President Husni Mubarak and his wife have 
arrived in West Berlin for a 2-day visit to the city. The 
president was received by the mayor of West Berlin. his 
wife, the commander of the Western sector in the city, 
representatives of the allied forces and representatives of 
the FRG Government. Following his arrival, President 
Mubarak left for the Granada Hotel in Berlin, where he 
iS Staying. 


Before leaving Bonn and after the official farewell cere- 
mony, President Mubarak made a statement congratu- 
lating the Egyptian people on the restoration of Tabah. 
The president hailed every Egyptian and Arab citizen on 
this occasion. He also expressed his gratitude to all the 
peoples of the world who supported Egypt in the Tabah 
issue. He stated that he will deliver a speech during 
celebrations to be held on Sunday to mar’: the return of 
Tabah to Egypt. 


President Mubarak was asked whether the elimination of 
the Tabah obstacle from Egyptian-Israeli relations would 
facilitate discussions with Israel regarding the holding of 
a dialogue with the PLO. He said: The S=bah obstacle 
was an Egyptian-Israeli problem. Fowever, we are pro- 
ceeding with the process of settling the issue with Israel 
and other states. [sentence as heard} 


An Israeli television correspondent asked President 
Mubarak whether he wished to address a message to the 
Israeli people un the occasion of the return of Tabah. 


FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 6 


The president answered: Peace, peace. Peace is 
extremely important to mankind. It is as important to 
Israel as it is to the Arabs and all mankind. 


President Mubarak emphasized that peace deserves 
every concession. Therefore, he added, we must show 
more flexibility toward each other to achieve a compre- 
hensive settlement and durable peace. 


In a statement which he made to reporters after the 
official farewell ceremony accorded to President Muba- 
rak, FRG President Richard von Weizsaecker lauded 
Egypt's role in the Middle East peace process. He said: 
Egypt is contributing more than any other party to 
finding a solution which would ensure stability in the 
region. 


Referring to Egyptian-FRG relations, the German pres- 
ident expressed his belief that President Mubarak is 
satistied with the discussions he held with senior Ger- 
man officials. Concerning Egypt's negotiations with the 
IMF, the FRG president declared: We became 
acquainted with President Mubarak’s view that the 
implementation of the IMF demands requires time, so 
that their application may be accepted on the social 
level. 


Mubarak, Koh! Comment 
NC1503150089 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1230 GMT 15 
Mar 89 


[Text] Bonn, 15 Mar (MENA)}—President Husni Muba- 
rak has condemned the current allegations that Egypt is 
building a factory to produce chemical weapons. 


In a statement at a news conference which he and FRG 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl held today, the president 
denounced such claims and said that next to the factory 
which the reports allege will produce chemical weapons, 
stands another Egyptian-U.S. factory belonging to the 
Johnson company and manufacturing the same prod- 
ucts. 


President Mubarak reasserted that it is better to be 
prompt in holding an international conference and noted 
that such a conference is the best currently proposed 
formula. President Mubarak stressed that there is now a 
golden opportunity to reach a just solution to the Middle 
East crisis. 


FRG Chancellor Helmut Kohl praised Egypt's and Pres- 
ident Mubarak’'s roles in connection with recent peace 


developments. 


In the statement he delivered at the news conference, 
Kohl said that Egypt is the most important party to us, 
and it is necessary for us to cooperate with it with regard 
to the IMF question. 


The following is an account of the news conference held 
by Mubarak and Kohl before the world press: 
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At the outset of the conference, Helmut Kohl delivered a 
statement in which he said: 


Mr President, dear friend, it pleases me to warmly 
welcome you here before my country’s public. This 
meeting is part of a link in a series of meetings held 
between us in the past years. These meetings have helped 
Strengthen our personal relations and the relations 
between our countries. We met on Saturday during the 
convening of the Hague conference. 


Kohli added: I also welcome you as a leader, statesman, 
and an official in an area which is passing through 
sensitive difficulties. Mr President, Egypt's role and your 
role are very important with regard to the developments 
in the Middle East. i wish to congratulate you for your 
contribution to the recent peaceful developments. 


The German chancellor said: Many of my countrymen 
are interested in and committed to this peaceful devel- 
Opment in your region. We have discussed this matter 
frequently, especially as this regicn is the cradle and 
source of the three heavenly religions—Islam, Judaism, 
and Christianity—which have bestowed their distinctive 
character on human life and the world. These three 
religions have been emphasizing and continue to empha- 
size love among mankind. It is surprising that the 
sources anc forms of love and peace should be lacking in 
that particular -egion. 


Mr President, | want to encourage you to proceed on this 
path which aims at achieving cooperation and equilib- 
rium among the various parties and quarters. We 
exchanged a friendly and frank conversation today. We 
also spoke about the special problems facing your coun- 
try—economic problems, as well as the social problems 
stemming from the economic problems. 


In a convincing way which aroused my admiration, you 
explained to me your resolve and determination to 
implement economic reforms. You know that we have 
always been sup;ortive of your steps over the pasi years. 
This is what we als:; intend to do in the future because we 
consider Egypt an important party as far as we are 
concerned. 


Therefore, we must cooperate within the framework of 
the IMF. This is a very difficult stage and situation. | 
want to contribute toward a solution that will be accept- 
able to you and your people. | admit that this will be a 
difficult task. However, this can be achieved provided 
there is a sincere desire by ail the parties concerned. This 
will ce~tribute toward a positive development in Egypt 
in the future. It is also important for the stability of the 
region a; a whole. 


We thank you, Mr resident, for your visit to our 
country. | will now give you the microphone. 
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President Husni Mubarak then spoke, saying: Dear 
brother and friend Helmut Kohl. I thank you very much 
for these good words which you told the public about 
Egypt and about me persmnally. 


The relations between our two countries, as well as the 
constantly developing. 


In fact, I see you as one of the leaders who clearly 
understand the situation in the Middle East. You under- 
stand that the stability of the Middle East is important 
and vital for us and the whole of Europe. 


Let the dear brother be assured that Egypt is making 
great efforts for the cause of a just peace in the Middle 
East. 


President Mubarak said: At the Palestine National 
Council session the PLO recognized the various UN 
resolutions, such as resolutions 242 and 338. It also 
renounced terrorism, recognized Israel within its bor- 
ders, and agreed on a confederation wit. Jordan. All 
these points needed great efforts and resulted in the 


beginning of the U.S.-PLO dialogue. 


It was not a simple or easy matter for the PLO chairman 
or for the PLO in general to accept these resolutions. The 
Arabs have been rejecting these resolutions since 1947, 
until last year when they recognized them. 


President Mubarak said: We believe there is now a 
goiden opportunity to solve the Middle East problem 
and arrive at a just and lasting solution for this issue so 
tha: the region and our friends can then devote time to 
development and cooperation. 


I still say that an international conference is the best 
formula available for beginning a dialogue on the Pales- 
tinian issue. An international conference will definitely 
lead to direct talks. It does not mean that solutions will 
be imposed on the parties concerned. The solutions will 
come out of the direct talks among all the parties 
concerned under the auspices of the international con- 


President Mubarak stated: The best thing would be to 
convene an internationa. conference quickly and as soon 
as possible, in order to establish peace and security in the 
region an solve the Palestinian tssu. in all of its aspects. 
This is also in order that we may cooperate with cach 
other and eschew propaganda, such as the recent report 
that Egypt manufactures chemical weapons. 


I was astonished by this report, especially because night 
next to the factory in question there is another joint 


Egyptian-U.S. factory belonging to the Johnson com- 
pany and manufacvwuring the same products. 
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President Mubarak declared: I do not want to repeat the 
extent of the support we are conscious of from Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl, the FRG Government, and the FRG 


We exchange views constantly and periodically with 
brother Chancellor Kohl on all issues of mutual interest. 


I again reiterate my thanks and to Chanceller 
php byt pated = my ot tee 
friendship between us. Thank you. 


More on Comments 
LD1503134889 Hamburg DPA in German 1253 GMT 
15 Mar 8&9 


[Excerpts] Bonn (DPA)}—Egypt’s President Husni 
Mubarak, is currently in the FRG on a state visit. In 
Bonn Wednesday he called for the early convening of a 
Middle East peace conference. In doing so, he explicitly 
included direct Israeli-Arab negotiations within the 
framework of such a conference. 


“We now have a golden opportunity to solve the Middle 
East conflict and to achieve a just and 

ment,” Mubarak said to journalists after a |-hour talk 
with Chancellor Kohl. The peace conference is the 
“optimum formula” fer oringing about peace. 
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path had not been easy for the PLO and its leader Y 


if 


to 
speedy measures to overcome the Middle East 


conflict. 
After his talks with Kohl, the head of state once again 
denied U.S. press reports on the construction of a 
chemical factory near Cairo. “This report 


amazed me greatly,” said Muvarak. “| tell 
nex 


factory—i 
it-——there is an U.S.-Egyptian factory producing 
the same items.” Chairman Theo Waigel, thanked 
Mubarak for th us sctting the record straight. 


i 


Lower House President Rita Suessmuth, during her talk 
with Mubarak, called for international support for 
Egypt's role as an intermediary. She expressed concern 
that in view of Islamic radicalization, the moment for a 
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peaceful Middle East settlement might be missed. Muba- 
rak, who invited Ms Suessmuth for an official visit, 
expressed fears of an increase in terrorism if the PLO did 
not participate in Middle East negotiations. 
Sources within the Egyptian delegation expressed satis- 
faction that Mubarak’s request for German support in 
the negotiations with the “Paris Club” creditor countries 
and the Internations! Monetary Fund had been received 
positively. They especially praised the FRG’s under- 
ing that in its economic reforms Cairo also had to 
take account of social factors. 


Mubarak, Koh! Banquet Speeches 
NC1503165089 Cairo MENA in Arabic 1310 GMT 
15 Mar 89 


[Text] Bonn, 15 Mar (MENA)}—FRG Chancellor Hel- 


Mubarak added: These visits enable us to learn at first 
about all aspects of prosperity in your country, 
is a model of progress and development to be 


Mubarak declared: The FRG pays attention to consoli- 
dating the pillars of peace and security in Europe 
core Ay net day boty e - 


HE 
eat 


between the North and South. We are focusing a great 
deal of our attention on finding a solution to the debt 








Mubarak aoted that the FRG has been interested in 
following the situation in Lebanon and called fez a halt 
to foreign intervention to enable the Lebanese peorile to 
determine a course that suts their interests. He stressed 


Council Resolution 435 of 1987, and its support for the 
ipartite agreement on Namibia reached in Decem- 


sions of the agreement are implemented precisely 

a binding way, particularly since the fraternal African 
countries which played a role in ~ aching this solution 
have den.onstratcd consiverable flexibility and a desire 
to reach a stand that would back the rights of the 
majority, namely the rghts of the real owners of the land. 


Mubarak continued: Dear friends, it is a source of 
pleasure for us that our relations are steadily improving. 
Cooperati o in all domains is a model for deepening 
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creative links among nations in the various continents of 


we were able to give to the traditionally cordial relations 
between our countries in the last few years. 


Our political relations are marked by the existence of 


efforts give particular emphasis to the situation in the 
Middle East, where the search for a peaceful settlement 
has created fresh hope. This is largely due, Mr President, 
to your diligen and relentless efforts to bring the vanicus 
positions in ihe Arab world to reach a compromise. i* 
wis your moderating influence that prompted the PLO 
to recognize Israel's right to exist as well UN Resolutions 
242 and 338 and to renounce terrorist activities. You 
also made full use of your influence with the United 
States to siart a dialogue with the PLO in the wake of 
Yasir ‘Arafat's speech in Geneva. It is essential now to 
gain the maximum benefits from this step in order to 
achieve tangible progress in the near future toward 
achieving a just and lasting settiement in the Middle 
East. We agree that this end can be aitained on!y through 
negotiations among the parties t« the dispute, we both 
feel that the international cor-rence is the appropriate 
framework, and we hope that such a conference will be 
convened as soon as possible. 


Mr President: Throughout your ef.urts for the achieve- 
«nent of peace in the Middle East you have aiways been 
awe of your country’s responsibility toward the Arab 
world as a “hole, and at the same time it was this 
consistent policy that earned you the approbation of the 
majority of your sister Arab ccuntries. 
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It has become clear, particularly in the past few weeks, 
that Cairo has once again become an international 
political center in the Middle East. This was demon- 
strated by the visits of Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze, PLO Executive Committee Chairman 
Yasir ‘Arafat, and the tripartite team from the EC. 


Mr President: Egypt was the first Arab country to make 
peace with Israel. Your courageous policy marked by 
farsightedness toward finding a settlement for the prob- 
lem has borne fruit for your country as well. | am pleased 
that a peaceful settlement has been reached on the Tabah 
issue, and | warmly congratulate you on the return of 
Tabah to Egyptian sovereignty today. 


Mr President: In addition to our mutual political inter- 
ests, the close friendship between our countries is further 
augmented by good, varied, and traditional economic 
relations. The FRG is one of Egypt's main trading 
partners and German firms are investing large amounts 
of money in Egypt, particularly in the oil business, which 
is of considerable importance to your country. With the 
improvement in the investment atmosphere, the Ger- 
man commitment will undoubtedly rise. 


We quite understand the profound economic problems 
that your country is facing. You have repeatedly 
expressed your concern over the population increase in 
your country. Egypt has to feed more than 50 million 
people, and this number is increasing by almost | million 
every year. The trends of the international market in 
recent years have not been favorable to your country, 
where the price of your basic imports has gone up and 
the price of foodstuffs has increased steadily. At the 
same time, your revenues from oil exports have fallen as 
a result of the drop in crude oil prices. Your government 
deserves commendation and praise for the gradual eco- 
nomic reform program it is undertaking, which involves 
noticeable social risks. We are happy to see 
Struggling to continue and expand the policy of 

on the basis of a new loan agreement with the IMF. We 
sincerely hope, for the good of your country, that you 
conclude this agreement as soon as possible. In this 
respect, we will do our best to promote your country's 
interests and to underline your country’s efforts in 
promoting its economy. We will extend this influence, as 
we did before, mainly in the field of cooperation and 
development, particularly since Egypt is one of our main 
partners in this domain, and we intend to maintain the 
high level of our contributions. 


Mr President: The quality of German-Egyptian relations 
is also reflected in our close cultural cooperation. This 
cooperation is marked by a spirit of joint endeavor in the 
fields of culture, particularly archaeology, educational 
exchange, and technological and scientific cooperation. | 
am quite certain that great opportunities await us in 
these fields. 
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German scholars revealed to us the and the 
spirit of the Arab world and Islam. number of 


German students studying Arabic in our country steadily 
increased in the last few years, when the high schools 
started giving courses in the Arabic language. | am 
equally pleased that a number of Egyptian students 
are currently —- n both in Egypt and at 
German universities are three German schools in 
your country, with 3,000 students, 2,500 rp are 
Egyptian. | am confident that these you young peop 

are studying the language and culture of each other's 
country will further promote the mutual understanding 
and friendship between our two countries. 


Al the same time, there has been a steady increase in 

we ane in the number of our citizens who visit your 
beautiful country, which is rich in cultural monuments 
and artistic treasures. This has been mainly due to 
Egypt's domestic and external stability, resulting from 
your policies. These visitors help your economy to 
flourish and at the same time strengthen the relations 
and contacts between our two peoples. 


Mr President: Your state visit affirms the close ties 
linking our two countries and peoples and at the same 
time gives a fresh impetus to these relations. | am certain 
that together we will be able to promote and deepen the 
excellent ties currently linking our countries, for the 
See 
riendship linking the two peoples and countries. 


‘Abd al-Majid Comments 
NC1603110789 Cairo MENA in Arabic 0945 GMT 
16 Mar 8&9 


[Text] Berlin, 16 Mar (MENA)}—Dr ‘Ismat ‘Abd al- 
Majid, deputy prime minister and foreign minister, has 
said that President Husni Mubarak’'s visit to the FRG 
was well-timed and took place in a favorable interna- 
tional atmosphere. The visit, he said, was an opportunity 
to review bilateral relations and the political and eco- 
nomic situation. 


In a statement to MENA correspondent, Dr ‘Abd al- 
Majid said that from the political angle all the officials 
who met with President Mubarak expressed great appre- 
ciation of the president's peace policies and the successes 
which these policies have achieved. 


‘Abd al-Mayid said that Egypt has an important and 
major role to play in designing and stimulating the peace 
process in the Middle East, urging all sides to reciprocate 
and cooperate in this regard. 


On the economic level, ‘Abd al-Majid said, President 


Mubarak explained all the aspects of the debts problem 
with frankness and objectivity. ‘Abd al-Mayid added that 
there is an understanding that the IMF should not 
increase the burdens on the developing nations so as to 
preserve political stability and avoid a repetition of what 
took place in Venezuela 
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‘Abd al-Majid said that the leaders with whom President 
Mubarak had met were very sympathetic to this view. 


‘Abd al-Majid then spoke about the return of Tabah and 
its effect on Egyptian-Isracli relations. He said that the 
return of Tabah has eliminated a major in 
Egyptian-Israeli relations, and added that Israel has 
honored the ruling of the arbitration panel on Tabah. 
‘Abd al-Majid noted that certain measures are being 


implemented in this regard. 


Egypt To Receive Aid 
AU 1503145889 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
15 Mar 89 p 13 


Unattributed report: “Egypt will receive DM268 Mil- 
ion in Development Aid”) 
[Text] Bonn—The FRG intends to grant Egypt develop- 


ment aid totaling DM268 million during the current year 
and will thus guarantee the continuity of German aid. In 


talks with ian President Husni Mubarak yesterday 
[14 —- Klein, minister for economic cooper- 
ation, confirmed the Federal Government's readiness to 


continue to help the country on the Nile to build its 
economy. A total of DM33 million of the sum promised 
will be non-repayable grants in the framework of techni- 


cal tion. A date for government negotiations will 
yet be fixed. 


According to the Ministry for Economic Cooperation, 
received t aid from Bonn, totaling 
about DMS billion during the past decades. 


Thus, the country is the second largest recipient of 
German aid after India. This aid continues to be focused 
On irrigation projects and measures to increase produc- 
tivity in agriculture and industry. In addition, measures 
in the construction sector as well as the training and 
~~ training of technical staff will be supported by 


Culture Minister Hoepcke To Be Replaced 
AU1503 142189 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
1S Mar 89 p 4 


Report by “LOR”: “Support for Havel—SED Will 
Rornace Hoepcke™)} 


[Text] GDR Deputy Minister of Culture Klaus Hoepcke 
will be replaced. According to information obtained by 
DIE WELT, this is the immediate reaction to his public 
support for CSSR civil rights activist Vaclav Havel. East 
Berlin was confronted with massive protests from the 
Prague Government. The deputy culture minister (in 
office since March 1973), who is responsible for litera- 
ture and was considered Culture Minister Hoffmann's 
possible successor, had agreed to the resolution of the 
GDR PEN center. In this resolution, which had been 
adopted unanimously, the 9-month prison sentence for 
Havel was condemned. 
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U.S. Third World Debt Plan ‘ 


, 
AU1503114889 Frankfurt/Main FRAN. FURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 15 Mar 89 p 6 


[“rb" commentary: “U.S. Debt Plan—Empty Stocking”) 


{Text} Nicholas Brady is no Santa Claus. His stocking for 
the Third World is empty. According to the new U.S. 
Administration's plans there will be cuts in 
development aid and in contributions for international 
organizations. This is why the U.S. treasury secretary's 
proposals for the solution of the debt crisis, which have 
been universally praised, have been expressed in rather 
vague terms—ultimately he wants others to pay. 


The discussion about this topic in the United States has 
been moving to and fro between the poles of budget and 
trade deficit. Politicians such as Democratic Senator Bill 
Bradley have called for relieving the Third World of its 


debts, so that, above all, Latin Americans in pur- 
chasing power and can increasingly buy U.S. goods. 
However, any realistic solution is to burden the 


budget, whether by higher expenditures, or by dispensing 
with tax income by enhancing the banks’ ibilities to 
make depreciations, or by the release of public debts. 
Considering the considerable expenditure Washington 
will have to make to save the exhausted U.S. savings 
cooperatives, Congress is little inclined to make further 
concessions. The U.S. participation in the planned cap- 
ital increase of the International Monetary Fund [IMF] 
iS a controversial issue in Congress. 


This is why Brady wants to stimulate Japan to provide 
further loans with which the developing countries can 
buy back their bonds on the market for Third World 
claims. The IMF and the World Bank would have to play 
an important role in this respect. In return for additional 
stiff programs for restructuring the development coun- 
tries, they are to provide means for buying back bonds or 
giving guarantees for them, which creditors can acquire 
in exchange for their unsecured loans. 


The instruments for making such decisions for every 
individual case are there, moreover, the continually 
decreasing market value of their liabilities makes such 
actions increasingly interesting for the debtor countries. 
Yet, so far banks have been reluctant to introduce such 
models of rescheduling for individual states. Their argu- 
ment against is that the market value of loans is lower the 
worse the situation of a debtor is. Therefore, countries 
that are not willing to pay would have advantages and 
would even be encouraged to further lower this value by 
“unruly” behavior. In contrast to this logic of the debtors 
is the simple fact that for most countries in the Third 
World paying back their debts is hardly a question of 
goodwill anymore, but that they are simply not able to do 
so—in the classical sense of the bankruptcy law. 
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A ae pte gt a, gare 
all, have to try and convince the U.S. banks of his 
strategy in the next few months, and link it with certain 
tax concessions. 


Mayor on Agreement With GDR 
op 589 Hamburg DPA in German 1629 GMT 


ge | Hamburg pa pe of | April, the Hanseatic 
city of Hamburg will be included in local cross-border 
traffic with the GDR. The announcement was made 
today in the city parliament by Mayor Henning Vosche- 
rau. Voscherau received approval for this, without any 
date, during a talk with GDR party and state leader 
Erich Honecker in East Berlin at the end of February. 
Kiel will also be included in the local cross-border traffic 


beginning | April. 


SPD’s V on CDU, FDP, Red-Green Coalition 
AU1603112289 Vienna KURIER in German 16 Mar 8&9 


p3 


vee with SPD Chairman Hans-Jochen Vogel by 
inz Nussbaumer: “The CDU Is Now Using Every 
Nightmare”, date and place not given] 


[Text] KURIER: In Berlin the Social Democratic Party 
of Germany [SPD] and the Greens have agreed on a 
coalition, in Hesse, too, the SPD and the Greens 
have experienced an upswing—are these test runs for a 
red-green government coalition in Bonn? 


Vogel: The Christian Democratic Union [CDU] is in 
deep water up to its lower lip—in this case one uses every 
nightmare that can be conjured up. The talk about the 
“red-green chaos” is part of this scaremongering. 


KURIER: Thus, red-green is not the fashionable new 
color in German politics? 


Vogel: In Hamburg we have a coalition with the Free 
Democratic Party [FDP], in Berlin we now have a 
ee een we 


KURIER: It seems as if you personally entertain a 
certain amount of suspicion against the Greens.... 


Vogel: What is true is that I am trying to come to a sober 
assessment and that I do not lace this attempt with 
euphoria—so as to be promptly forced to make wide- 
spread corrections when the first difficulties crop up. 
Anyway, I know how difficult the transition from pro- 
test, criticism, and rejection to coresponsibility and 
compromise is for a movement like the Greens. | hope 
that they will manage. 


KURIER: How do you explain the landslide loss of 
sympathy for the CDU? 
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Vogel: | see various reasons. First: In line with the 
advance of Gorbachev's reform, the anticommunist 
enemy image, which has been an important glue for 
various movements within the Union, disappears. Sec- 
ond: They have made several decisions that are highly 
unjust from the social point of view. The so-called tax 
reform and the so-called health reform are such negative 
examples. Third: From a purely professional point of 
view, the CDU has made amateurish mistakes—for 
instance in dealing with the poison gas affair. How 
important these mistakes are for the citizen is shown by 
the fact that the CDU continues to slide dows despite 
most favorable economic data. 


KURIER: How long will and can the FDP follow the 
CDU into the abyss out of loyalty for the coalition? 


Vogel: The Free Democrats have a principle which | 
understand very well: they want to survive. If this 
interest requires them to change the coalition, they will 
do so again in the future. Soon they will be faced with the 
question: leaving or dying. Because of the emergence of 
the Republicans—and the Greens—this has become 
even more dangerous for them. 


KURIER: Do you think that the point where the FDP 
has to make a decision is already close? 


Vogel: This is difficult to estimate. Genscher, who has 
seismographic abilities, is already talking of a “turning of 
the tides.” There is not yet a certain fact, but there are a 
sufficient number of interesting indications. 


KURIER: Will this government period be fully com- 
pleted—until the end of 1990? 


Vogel: | think so; the alternative would be cooperation of 
all three parliamentary groups outside the CDU/CSU— 
or a grand coalition. Both are purely theoretical. 


KURIER: Willy Brandt has just celebrated his 75th 
birthday. According to your own words, you are “only” 
13 years younger: Will you once again be the top candi- 
date at the next election? 


Vogel: Oh God, this is the hundredth attempt to tempt 
me into making a definite statement. | recommended to 
my party not to discuss this topic at an inappropriate 
time. And I stick to this. 


KURIER: Concerning its EC ambitions, Austria has 
found particularly strong support in the Kohl govern- 
ment. What would this look like in an SPD government? 


Vogel: There is no question that we, too, certainly have a 
positive attitude toward your wish to join the EC. 
Whether neutrality is incompatible with this? Austria 
itself has to judge this—it has to make clear what its 
legitimate interests are and has to orient itself toward 
them. 
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KURIER: How do neutrality and EC membership go 
together in your view? 


Vogel: I understand this in the sense that Austria has a 
military neutrality. If there were also many reservations 
regarding non-military issues by referring to neutrality, 
the matter would become more complicated. And Aus- 
tria has to know that it is getting on a train that will not 
reach its last stop—namely, European Union rooted in 
the Single European Act—for a long time. Passengers 
who apply the brakes immediately after entering the 
train do not fit very well among the European passen- 
gers. However, in my view, Austria’s political leadership 
is fully aware of these things. 


Vogel Wants All-Party Talks 
AU 1503143589 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 15 Mar 89 p 1 


[Report by “HLS”: “Vogel Talks About Virulent Cam- 
paign Against Foreigners by Some Sectors of the Chris- 
tian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union”] 


[Text] Bonn, 14 March—SPD Chairman Hans-Jochen 
Vogel suggested on Tuesday [14 March] that Federal 
Chancellor Kohl should invite representatives of all 
parties for talks on the problem of “immigrants.” He 
said that the SPD is ready to pursue a policy of differ- 
entiation toward people seeking asylum, foreigners, and 
resettlers. However, it rejects the “virulent campaign 
against foreigners” by some sectors of the Christian 
Democratic Union/Christian Social Union [CDU/CSU}, 
he said, adding that the parliamentary state secretary in 
the Interior Ministry, Spranger (CSU), has criticized the 
churches “in a disparaging form,” because they advocate 
dealing with refugees and people seeking asylum in a 
humane way. 


Vogel suggested in a letter to Alfred Dregger and Wolf- 
gang Mischnick, CDU/CSU and, respectively, Free 
Democratic Party [FDP] floor leaders, that the two 
Bundestag groups together with the SPD Bundestag 
group should suggest that the Federal Assembly on 23 
May nominate Richard von Weizsaecker for reelection 
as Federal president. He said that he did not include the 
Greens, because they had stated that they would not vote 
for Weizsaecker. 


Vogel reproached the CDU/CSU for drifting to the right 
not only regarding its policy on foreigners, but also 
regarding its position on the Federal president who 
comes from their ranks. He said that regarding the policy 
on foreigners and in preparing for ceremonies marking 
the S5Oth anniversary of the beginning of World War II, 
Chancellor Kohl should bring those in the CDU/CSU 
“to reason” who wanted to dictate to the Federal presi- 
dent where he had to be on | September. Vogel said that 
this “obvious game” is unworthy toward the German 
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chief of state as well as toward Poland. He said that the 
CDU has increasingly adopted rightist-extremist argu- 
ments, and not just in the Frankfurt election campaign. 
Therefore, he welcomed different voices in_ the 
CDU/CSU, such as that of the Rhineland-Palatinate 
land chairman, who said he was feeling “ashamed” of 
the changed election campaign slogans. Vogel criticized 
the CSU Presidium for rejecting the Federal president’s 
decision to grant amnesty to former Red Army Faction 
terrorist Angelika Speitel. 


In view of the newly emerging alliances in Berlin and 
Hesse, Vogel again proposed “‘open options” of his party 
following the Bundestag elections in 1990. “If I could 
paint, | would paint a picture including three options 
following 1990,” Vogel said, mentioning the FDP in the 
first place. It would not only be out of “charity” that he 
would regret the FDP’s non-representation in the Bun- 
destag. He said that this party has taken credit for the 
Federal Republic’s liberal development on the basis of 
the Constitution. He said that after relations between the 
SPD and FDP were at “their lowest point” following the 
change of government in 1983, a good climate for 
discussion has since developed. He added that both 
parties mutually inform each other. The FDP is in a 
difficult position in that it does not know how to 
“uncouple itself from the CDU/CSU’s downward 
movement,” Vogel said, quoting Foreign Minister Gen- 
scher’s statement on the political “turn of the tide.” He 
recommended that for the next elections, the FDP 
should remain open to coalition negotiations, as the 
Hamburg FDP would have liked to do. 


Vogel to Visit U.S., USSR 
LD1503152789 Hamburg DPA in German 1039 GMT 
15 Mar 89 


{Text} Bonn (DPA)}—SPD Chairman Hans-Jochen 
Vogel, is to visit Washington and Moscow in April. 
According to parliamentary group spokesman Sepp 
Binder on Wednesday, the SPD plans to meet the new 
U.S. Government and leading members of Congress in 
the first week of April to talk about foreign, security, and 
alliance policy, as well as about current issues relating to 
arms control and economic policy. A meeting with U.S. 
President George Bush is also planned. There will also be 
talks in New York at the United Nations and with 
leading U.S. financial and economic experts. 


Immediately afterwards, Vogel will go to Moscow for 
talks from 9-11 April with state and party leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev and other Soviet politicians. Topics of their 
talks will be the securing of peace, disarmament, and the 
process of reform in Eastern Europe. Vogel has already 
met Gorbachev, who is to come to Bonn in June, last 
year. The party leader’s delegation will include deputy 
chairwoman Herta Daeubler-Gmelin and SPD politi- 
cians Egon Bahr, Dietrich Stobbe, Karsten Voigt, and 
Norbert Wieczorek. 
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Centrols Tightened on Chemical Exports 
LD1503221889 Hamburg DPA in German 1442 GMT 
15 Mer 89 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)—As a result of the incident concern- 
ing German chemical exports to Libya, the Federal 
Cabinet today agreed upon tighter measures to prevent 
illegal technological exports in the military-strategic 
field. The Federal Economics Ministry and other minis- 
tries were instructed to draw up draft legislation to that 
end. 


The measures already announced include making 
involvement in the manufacture of nuclear, bacteriolog- 
ical and chemical weapons a punishable offence—a 
Stipulation which is extended also to Germans living 
abroad. In future violations are to be treated as a crime, 
punishable by sentences of between 2 and 15 years. 
Furthermore, the introduction of special compulsory 
registration and a change in the export lists in foreign 
trade law are planned. A decision should be reached by 
11 April at the latest on staff increases in the monitoring 
and investigation authoritics. 
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Journalist Denied Entry Visa for Leipzig Fair 
AU1503135589 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 15 Mar 89 p 1 


(Unattributed report: “FRANKFURTER ALLGE- 
MEINE Editor Denied Entry Visa to Visit Leipzig Fair”) 


[Text] Frankfurt, 14 March—Wolfgang Stock, an editor 
of this newspaper, was denied entry into the GDR on 
Monday [13 March] and was thus prevented from 
reporting on the Leipzig fair. Upon his arrival at the 
border station of Gerstungen, the journaiist at first 
received a visa for the fair, but shortly before the |-hour 
border checks were over, he was asked by a captain of the 
GDR border troops to leave the train “for a check of his 
traveling documents.” After having waited for | hour, he 
was told that his entry into the GDR was “undesirable,” 
and that he must immediately leave the border station by 
a train that was waiting for him and was going to the 
West. No reason was given; they said that this was “not 
done.” The visa in his passport was invalidated. The 
FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE editor was not per- 
mitted to see the station chief, nor was he permitted to 
call the FRG Permanent Representation in East Berlin. 
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Military Satellite Project Announced 
PM1503 122289 Paris LE MONDE in French 15 Mar 89 
p 48 


[Unattributed report: “France Launches Syracuse-2 
Space Communications Project for Military Purposes”) 


[Text] The General Delegation for Armaments has just 
awarded the Alcatel company a Fr4 billion contract for 
the supply of ground equipment for the Syracuse-2 space 
telecommunications system for military purposes. This 
system is an improvement on the Syracuse-! network 
which has existed since August 1984 and which provides 
a satellite link between the government and military 
authorities and the French Armed Forces on land or at 
sea, from the Antilles to Reunion. 


Syracuse-2 will use Telecom-2 satellites due to be put 
into orbit by Ariane-4 in 1992. This network will have 
increased capacity, mobility, and protection, and it will 
be connected to other military communications systems 
in the world. In addition to satellites in geostationary 
orbit some 36,000 km from the earth, this system will 
comprise receiving and transmitting equipment on the 
ground or on warships for long-distance and high-speed 
communications, coded to prevent jamming. 


This major program uses know-how from numerous 
enterprises alongside Alcatel, like Matra (which is pro- 
ducing satellites from 1989), and West German, Nether- 
lands, and British companies. 


Azais Named New Ambassador to Benin 
PM 1503123089 Paris LE MONDE in French 15 Mar 89 
p 48 


{[Unattributed report: 
Benin”) 


“Guy Azais Ambassador to 


[Text] Guy Azais was appointed ambassador to the 
People’s Republic of Benin on 6 March, replacing Fran- 
cos Gendreau. 


* Money Scandals * fect Politicians’ Popularity 


* Government Doubted 
35190093b Paris LE MONDE in French 31 Jan 89 p 48 


[Text] According to a BVA-LE JOURNAL DU DIMAN- 
CHE survey published by that weekly on 29 January, 38 
percent of the people polled are interested or very 
interested in the Pechiney affair. Only 32 percent feel the 
same way about the affair involving the Societe Generale 
[bank]. 


Fifty-seven percent have little or no interest at all in the 
Pechiney affair (for Societe Generale: 54 percent). 


FRANCE 15 


Sixty-seven percent of the people polled by the BVA 
regard the Pewhiney affair as “serious” or “very serious” 
(Societe Generale: 54 percent). These affairs could per- 
manently weaken the head of state, according to 39 
percent of the persons surveyed (with 38 percent holding 
the contrary view). 


Fifty-four percent believe that the explanations the gov- 
ernment has given to the French people are lies, while 14 
percent say that it is telling the truth. However, 61 
percent of the persons polled disagree with the remarks 
made by Alain Juppe, secretary general of the RPR 
{Rally for the Republic], to the effect that France has 
“the most corrupt left in the world” (21 percent agree). 


According to 73 percent of the people surveyed, the 
political scandals which have cropped up in France in 
the past few years affect the leftist administrations as 
much as the right. Ten percent believe that they affect 
leftist administrations more frequently, and 5 percent 
say that it is the rightist administrations that have been 
more frequently affected. 


Finally, 58 percent of the persons polled assert that 
people will “not take these scandals into account” in the 
municipal elections (as against 32 percent). 


[Note:] National BVA survey conducted by telephone on 
a representative sampling of the French population (801 
persons) on 26 and 27 January. Sampling done on the 
basis of the so-called quota method. 


* Mitterrand J Responsible 
35190093b Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS in French 
30 Jan 89 p § 


[Article by Jean-Claude Vajou: “Survey: People are 
Blaming Mitterrand”] 


[Text] The historical image that Francois Mitterrand 
wanted to leave behind will not be the same as it would 
have been if the Pechiney, Societe Generale, and Pathe 
“affairs”—and the list is not exhaustive—had not raised 
doubts about Mitterrand’s socialism, which now all of a 
sudden appears with a new face. 


Arguments to the effect that “the affairs” occurred 
because the president of the Republic decided to move 
away from center stage have, in the opinion of the 
Socialists, the merit of trying to “whitewash” the head of 
state, but they would have more validity if Francois 
Mitterrard had not been president since 1981 and if he 
were roi s4ill the real head of the executive branch and 
the Socialist Party. Removed from government power 
from 1986 to 1988, Francois Mitterrand has regained 
full power since he was re-clected and formed a new 
government with Michel Rocard, to whom he gives his 
orders, either publicly or secretly. Moreover, despite the 
war of succession involving the various families of future 
Socialist candidates to the Elysee, Francois Mitterrand is 
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and will continue for some time to be the true boss of the 
PS [Socialist Party], even if his interests are beginning to 
diverge from those of his party. Francois Milterrand’s 
quasi-absolute power has led to the creation of a second 
State, a state within a state, comprising his friends, his 
close and the members of his family, who 
have at times taken advantage of the current semi- 
public, semi-private economy to pursue their own pri- 
vate interests in the shadow of the government's power 
and with its direct or indirect assistance. The affair 
involving the Societe general is a prime example of this, 
since speculation on the stock market was able to 
develop only because of the government's desire to break 
up a hard core for political reasons. 


Francois Mitterrand’s political intentions in this matter 
were clear, but he did not dare to make them public 
because they ran counter to the “letter to all the French 
people” and his promise not to renationalize. Since he 
was re-elected to the Elysee, Francois Mitterrand has 
been constantly playing Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde: On the 
one hand, he is in favor of an open policy; on the other, 
he is seeking revenge for the Chirac interlude. By him- 
self, Francois Mitterrand could have succeeded in this 
dual role, but one cannot indefinitely use the means of 
the capitalist world without sooner or later expenencing 
the uncertainties and perversions of that world. The 
Socialist Beregovoy, loyal to the Elysee, tried to play the 
role of the great Satanic speculator, without realizing 
that in one way or another he could become the accom- 
plice of his operative agents, even beyond the orders 
given. The upshot is that the public made the connec- 
tion: The BVA survey published yesterday in LE JOUR- 
NAL DU DIMANCHE shows that our compatriots now 
put Patrice Pelat, Samir Traboulsi, Pierre Beregovoy, 
and Francois Mitterrand himself all in the same basket.' 
This is why 49 percent of the persons polled believe that 
the COB report will not reveal the entire Pechiney affair, 
why 54 percent believe that the government is lying, and 
why they are waiting for the press to disclose the truth. 
This is also why 43 percent of the French people believe 
that Francois Mitterrand shares responsibility for these 
affairs, while only 24 percent hold the opposite view. 
The skepticism and natural disillusionment of our com- 
patriots are evident when 47 percent of those polled say 
that they believe that Beregovoy may be permanently 
weakened by the “affairs,” but when at the same time 53 
percent feel that he need not resign as a result, as though 
politicians had to be pardoned for their responsibility in 
these “affairs.” 


Lost Illusions 


There is a gap between a harsh judgment and little 
interest in any punishment, as if the traditional political 
“clothing™ worn by our leaders should assure them of a 
certain immunity, as if public opinion no longer had any 
illusions as to the politicians in power and consequently 
decided to stop asking them to be virtuous! This survey 


FRANCE 


gives a general view of the contempt people feel for the 
politicians currently in power, including the president of 
the Republic, but without making a big deal of it. 


This new reality of the public’s disdain towards the 
direct or indirect actors in these “affairs” is of direct 
importance to the head of state. Up to now, the public 
held the image of Francois Mitterrand that he had 
succeeded in creating for himself. Now it has discovered 
behind the mask a strange drama of suspicions and 
revelations, and it realizes that in the shadow of the 
Socialist Caesar there is a group of unscrupulous men 
swarming about, driving their Rolls, Jaguars, and Mer- 
cedes and moving in common pursuit. The polls show 
that our compatriots have quietly lost their illusions, and 
that from now on Francois Mitterrand’s pauperist 
speeches could trigger more derisive laughter than enthu- 
siasm. 


351900946 Paris LES ECH'OS in French 24 Jan 89 p 4 
[Article by C.G.] 


[Text] The improved employment picture in 1988 was 
especially favorable to business executives. Recruitment 
of that type of salaried employee was up by 25 percent 
last year (147,700 jobs became available, for an increase 
of 22,000 over 1987), according to the Association for 
the Employment of Executives (APEC). The association 
is Optimistic because it foresees an acceleration of that 
growth in 1989. According to the prospects it has come 
up with on the basis of a sample group of 2,852 firms 
with close to 1.37 million employees (including 138,913 
executives), executive hiring during the first 6 months of 
this year should rise by 26 percent in comparison with 
actual hirings in 1988 (and even by 35 percent in 
comparison with the forecasts made last June). 


The APEC emphasizes that in 1988, firms in the private 
sector favored outside hiring (109,340 positions, com- 
pared to 87,500 in 1987) over internal promotions 
(38,400 employees became executives, an increase of 
1,090 over 1987). The dynamic sectors included infor- 
mation science (15,600 executives hired last year) and 
research and consulting firms (+11,000 executives, 
excluding engineering), but also certain industries such 
as mechanical engineering (+ 2,400) and electronic equip- 
ment (+3,300 executives hired). 


Traditional sectors such as construction and public 
works, wood and furniture, the garment industry, and 
even the plastics industry offer “good opportunities” for 
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experienced executives. Beginners are apparently much 
sought after by industry, particularly in the fields of 
aeronautics, electronics, and automobile manufacturing. 


For the first half of this year, optimism is the accepted 
The association emphasizes that for the first time 

in 10 years, “expectations of a rise in manpower exceed 
ahd Me py ~ ep ty ye 4 19.7 
percent expect to increase their manpower, while 16.8 
percent expect a decline, ing in a growth forecast of 
2.9 percent. The number of planning to hire 
executives is up very sharply: 20.3 percent were in that 
category in December 1988, compared to 14.6 percent 6 
months earlier. The APEC notes that during the same 
period, the proportion of firms intending to reduce their 
executive staffs remained stable (6.9 percent of the 
firms). As was true last year, not all economic sectors will 











Market to Meet 1992 Standards 
35280059a Rome L'UNITA ir italian 27 Dec 88 p 12 


Article by Dario Venegoni: “Italian Stock Market Still 
ing Far Behind Europe”; first paragraph is 
L’UNITA introduction] 


ape bp = pep mend iS Studying the text of 
on hostile takeovers and public 


proposed regulation 
offerings of acquisition [POA's} m is the widsty-held 
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ceseske tuned Comutsondn teen, ts guaten tie finish- 
touches on a directive on takeovers and POAs at the 
time that the Italian parliament is debating the 


without distinction, to all stockholders of a company—in 
the event someone desires to acquire a stake of at least 
one third of the company's voting shares. Also being 
considered 1s a behavioral guideline for the officers of a 
company that is the target of a takeover attempt. This 
provision, for example, would require that any and all 
proposed anti-takeover measures be submitted to the 
stockholders in assembly for their decisive approval or 
disapproval. The Commission also holds that the corpo- 
rate raider must assume specific commitments—valid 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 18 


not only with respect to the stockholders but also with 
respect to the workers and their union representatives— 
as regards the future of the assets and activities of the 
company being taken over. 


“Today,” says Professor Bessone, “the CONSOB is at 
risk of not being adequately equipped to address the 
problems being debated within the EC.” In fact, it does 
pot se ag pew ne nee te ay tobe, ag 
organically its relationship with the Community. “Of 
course,” says Professor Bessone, “they call us and we 
send our officials to Brussels. But after all, what we must 
weigh is the possibility of doing better.” 


Talks are also under way the monitoring agencies 
of the principal international ial markets. Ir par- 
ticular, the SEC—New York's “CONSOB”—was the 


first to open talks with the monitoring agencies of the 
more advanced countries, in the conviction that, in an 


increasingly “globalized™ market, vigilance musi also 
span national boundanes. 


Last month, a meeting was held with the CONSOB area 
heads and with a number of experts on the subject, at 
which several priorities were set, as follows, in descend- 
ing order: Proposed guidelines on groups (in connection 
with which the Commission, at its last meeting pnor to 


agencies. 
institute a dialogue among themselves. a confrontational 
praxis that today is lacking. A positive step in this 
direction has been the instituting of a joint addressing of 
sexes of common interest with the Bank of Italy. 











* Prime Minister on Ties to Estonians 
36170049 Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 22 Jan 89 p 3 


Article: “In Holkeri’s Opinion, Finland Is Like a Big 
to the People of Estonia™] 


[Text] In Prime Minister Harri Holkeri's (Conservative) 
ing place in Estonia and the other Baltic countries hav’ 
been of great interest, especially to Finland, which has 
always had relations with Estonia and which 1 like a big 
brother to our neighbor nation to the south. 


Holkeri pondered the Baltic issues on Saturday in a 
conversation he had with Cari Bildt, the chairman of 
Sweden's moderate Conservative Party, in Boras. 
Conservative Immigrants Committee 20th anniversary 


Bildt's recent visit to Estonia gave rise to the conversa- 
tion about the Baltic issues. 


“Estonian culture has had its hard times, but now there 
are hopes that things will develop for the better,” Holkeri 
said. 


According to him, politically speaking, what 1s however 
at issue is an internal affair for the Soviet Union, and the 
Soviet Union will decide on the direction it will take. 

“Perhaps the Finnish Government doesn't act like other 


In our Opinion, it’s not our business to tell 
the Estonians what they ought to do,” Holken remarked. 


* Personnel in Prime Minister's Office 
36170049d Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 19 Jan 89 p 9 


(Article: “Office Chief for Holkeri Next Year”) 


been secretaries during Holkeri's term in office 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 


Norway 


Defense Committee Tours in Murmansk 
LD1503 183589 Stockholm Domestic Service in Swedish 
1700 GMT 15 Mar 89 


when the committee arrived in Murmansk today. Soviet 
openness, glasnost, has not penetrated to the military, 
reports our correspondent. 


[Remdahi] The members of the Norwegian Defense 
Committee were today allowed to visit infantry 
regiment outside Murmansk. In the barrack courtyard 
groups 
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by the company’s aircraft technicians. Ther. were some 
problems during the first two strikes staged by the 
aircraft technicians from 0400 <0 0700 and from 0900 to 
1200. All those planning to travel should first contact 
Olympic Airways, telephone 9616161, because it is pos- 
sible that some flights may be canceled and the times of 
others may be changed. Tomorrow the pilots of Olympic 
Airways will stage a strike from 1000 to 1400, as decided 
by their union. 


ary 
Athens and loa snina Universities returned to their posts 
yesterday. Aftes the return of the scientific teaching staff, 


of the teaching staff will be held on Saturday nights in 
accordance with programs to be prepared by the depart- 
ments. The members of the teaching and research staff of 
Patra: University will absent themselves from their posts 


continue their abstention until next Monday. 


GREECE 23 


The employees of the Greek Telecoi:1:munications 
nizaton are today staging a 24-hour warning 
demanding the signing of a satisfactory collective iabor 
agreement. If there 1s no rapprochement with the admio- 
istration of the organization, the employees will continue 
their strike tomorrow and on Friday. 


* Arms Industry Cooperation With Swiss Studied 
35210061a Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
14 Jan 89 pil 


[Unattributed article: “Greek-Swiss Cooperation in 
Defense Indusiry™)} 


[Excerpts] During uhe meeting which the Joint Bimi- 
nisterial Committee on Economic Cooperation between 
Greece and Switzerland will hold next week in Bern, the 
following areas will be given special consideration: the 
arms sector (where opportunities for production synergy 
between military and transportation equipment exist), 
the construction of hydroelectric plants in Greece and/or 
in Third World Countries, and tourism (joint invest- 
ments for the creation of marinas, ski resorts, etc). 


Heading the Greek delegation will be Mr Ghiannos 
Papantoniou, deputy minister for the nati nal economy. 


According to data made available by the Ministry of the 
National Economy, the economic ties between Greece 
and Switzerland have developed considerably in recent 
years. The volume of bilateral trade, has increased 
substantially, reaching 325 million U.S. dollars in 1987. 


Greek exports have displayed a mayor upswing in recent 
years. Specifically, exports rose from a volume of 49 
millon U.S. dollars in 1984 to 84 million U_S. dollars in 
1987. 


The Greek delegation will strive to promote cooperation 
within the arms industry, where savings can be achieved 
through the joint production of armaments and trans- 
portation equipment. Similarly, 1 will push for cooper- 
ation in hydroelectric Construction proyects in Greece or 
in Third World Countries and also in tourism, by 
promoting investments in marinas, ski resorts, etc. 


* Decision Needed on Future Arms Sales 
35210067 Athens TA NEA in Greek 12 Jan 89 p 1 


[Text] EVO [Greek Weapons Industry} reportedly lost a 
25 thousand million drachmas contract a few days > 
The contract would have assured the absorption of a 


large part of its production for the next two years. 


The contract was for an order of 200,000 shells with 
fuses which was finally “won” by a neighboring Euro- 
pean country, which 1s a member of the EEC. 
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UK Criticized for —yitr, Posters 
TA1503154589 Ankara ANA A in English 
1505 GMT 15 Mar 89 


ext) Ankara (A.A.)}—Foreign Mi spokesman 
Sehteonden taei'Ocne told cote soiree tata tan 
Ran ell of Nowhons Crees (TRIG) from the Landes 

of Northern Cyprus [TRNC] from the London 


subway was an unjust decision. 


Ambassador Batu reminded that a time ago, the London 
subway administration and a tourist agency had 
6 Sa © & lene y 


“We were informed that the posters were pulled down 
with political considerations” he said, adding “an atti- 
tude which mixes tourism with politics in this country, 
deemed to be the cradle of democracy, seemed strange to 
us.” 


“We hope that this unjust and 
corrected as soon as possible,” he 


Oral's Office Denies Koh! Refused 
TA1503 183389 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1715 GMT 15 Mar 89 


{Text} Ankara (A.A. that appeared in today’s 
press to the that FRG Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
refused Prime Minister Turgut Ozal’s request for a 
ing On the grounds that “he has a full schedule” 
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a telephone conversation with 
Chancellor Kohl in which the FRG chancellor 
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he 

our prime minister—who will be going 

15 March 1989 for the Galatasaray- 

match—to pay a courtesy call on the 

chancellor was communicated to the West German 
diplomatic channels. That the chancellor 

would be to have such a meeting was likewise 


i, 


communicated through diplomatic channels to our For- 
eign Ministry on the same day.” 
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Ozal Leaves for FRG To Attend Soccer Match 


TA1503185389 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1705 GMT 15 Mar 89 


Lo Ss ae tasaray and 


which carried Premier Ozal and press mem- 
off from central Anatolian city Konya's air- 


Ozal Consensus To Modify Constitution 
TA1603 154289 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1510 GMT 16 Mar 89 


{Text} Ankara (A.A.}—Talking to journalists on board a 
that took him to C for a soccer game 
Wednesday night, Prime Minister Turgut Ozal di 

his intention to seek consensus with the opposition to 
modify the Constitution. 


E 


Indicating that a country's constitution should deal only 
with human rights, Ozal said a constitution should 
comprise of 15-20 articles, because a detailed constitu- 
tion is a source of trouble for the ruling power. 


Stressing that the principle of “laicism” will be main- 
tained untouched in the new constitution, Ozal said 
nowhere in the world a constitutional court existed 


superior to the parliament. 


Adding that he found this situation anti-democratic, 
Ozal pledged to remove Articles 141-142 and 163 of the 
Penal Code restricting freedom of thought, freedom of 
organization and freedom of establishment of a religious 
state. 


On his way to the Galatasary-Monaco game in the — 
quarter finals in the champion clubs championship tour- 
nament of Europe, Ozal also declared that he did not yet. 
know whether he would be a candidate for the Presi- 
dency in November 1989. 


Recent statistics revealed that 36 percent of the bills 
proposed by Ozal's ruling Motherland Party since they 
came to power have been found contradictory to the 
Constitution. The recent case was the law allowing 
women students to attend university classes with their 
heads covered in the Islamic fashion, dubbed “turban” 
by the press. This abolishment by the Constifdtional 
Court two weeks ago was followed by demonstrations of 
fanatics and fundamentalists who are bidding for a 
religious Islamic state. 
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Soviet Transportation Official Arrives for Talks 
TA1503155589 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1515 GMT 15 Mar 89 


Text} Istanbul (A.A.)}—The Soviet Union is planning to 
y 1000 buses each year from Turkey for city and 
inter-city transportation. 


A seven-strong Soviet delegation led by Transportation 
Assistant Minister Gennadiy Bukin [name, title as 
received] arrived in Istanbul today, to hold talks on the 
issue with Turkish officials. 


Officials said that the Soviet delegation which will hold 
talks on their country's bus purchase from Turkey will 
also make observations at the bus manufacturing plants 
4 Otomarsan factories, both in Istanbul and Nigde 
Aksaray. 


Yilmaz Meets Somali Foreign Ministers 
TA 1403162489 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 154C 
GMT 

14 Mar 89 


[Text] Riyadh (A.A.}—Foreign Minister Mesut Yilmaz, 
currently in Riyadh for the foreign ministers conference 
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) is 
holding bilateral contacts here. 


A.A.’s correspondent here reported that Mr. Yilmaz had 
a talk with Pakistani Foreign Minister Sahabzada Yaqub 
Khan Monday evening. 


During their talk, the two foreign minsters noted that the 
relations between the two countries were at a satisfactory 
level. The Afghan issue, talks after the Iranian-Iraqi 
> wy the items of the OIC agenda were taken up in 
the talk. 


Later on, Mr. Yilmaz met with the Somalian foreign 
minister. 


Meanwhile, Foreign and Defence Minister of the Turk- 
ish Republic of Northern Cyprus Kenan Atakol, also 
attending the conference as observer, held various bilat- 
eral talks. 


West Thrace Turks Issue Raised at ICO Conference 
7TA1503195789 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1655 GMT 15 Mar 89 


[Text] Riyadh (A.A.)}—At the Islamic Conference Orga- 
nization foreign ministers meeting in Riyadh, Turkey 
has raised the issue of the oppression of Western Thrace 
Turks, the first time this issue has been discussed in an 
international forum. 
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A three-person delegation representing the Western 
Thrace Turkish minority arrived in Riyadh early this 
morning. In private meetings with the officials of the 
delegations attending the conference, these three repre- 
sentatives are recounting the oppression the Papandreou 
government exerts on Western Thrace Turks. 


The three-person delegation has also distributed an 
informative letter to various foreign officials and West- 
ern journalists, discussing and documenting the history 
of the Western Thrace problem. 


Albanian, SFRY Officials Address Balkan Meeting 
TA1503160989 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1535 GMT 15 Mar 89 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—A conference among the economy 
and foreign trade ministers of Balkan countries is under- 
way here. 


Speaking at the opening session of the meeting, Albanian 
State Planning Commission Chairman Niko Gjyzari 
said that the present conference created an opportunity 
to determine concrete objectives for improving regional 
cooperation and to exchange views in this direction. 


He added that he believed the meeting would further 
improve the cooperation and trade relations among the 
Balkan countries. . 


Taking the floor, Yugoslavian foreign trade minister 
Nenad Krekic said that factors restricting economic and 
trade relations among the Balkan countries should be 
determined and afterwards eliminated. 


Pointing out that the rate of trade among the Balkan 
countries to the total foreign trade of those was 4 per 
cent, he said that trade obstacles needed to be removed. 


Following the addresses of deiegates, the items of the 
agenda set during December’s preparatory meeting in 
Ankara were adopted unanimously. 


During Thursday’s talks, relations among the Balkan 
countries in general will be reviewed, while emphasis will 
be placed on facilitating trade and economic relations, 
based on mutual interests, among the region’s countries. 


The conference will end Thursday. 


Batu on Lack of Foreign Aid to Iraqi Refugees 
TA1503171589 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1610 GMT 15 Mar 89 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.)}—Official sources reported today 
that no promise of aid to Iraqi refugees in Turkey had 
emerged from a meeting in which the U.N. refugee 
committee and countries expected to extend aid, held in 
Geneva Tuesday. 
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Foreign Ministry spokesman Inal Batu today answered a 
question by a journalist at his weekly news conference 
that the European Community, Scandinavian countries, 
the United States, Canada, Japan and Australia had 
participated in yesterday’s meeting to discuss a project of 
aid in the amount of 85 million dollars. 


“We have learned with regret that no country made the 
smallest promise of help at the meeting. It is indeed sad 
and surprising that these countries, giving us lessons on 
human rights on every occasion, remained disinterested 
in view of this humane problem Turkey is facing. I wish 
to go further and say that this is a shame for humanity,” 
Batu said. 


At the time, refugees from northern Iraq at the end of 
September took shelter in Turkey. Denmark, C commis- 
sion [as received], Federal Germany, Great Britain, 
Luxembourg and Austria had extended minor assistance 
to Turkey. 


Batu on Recognition of Afghan Rebel Government 
TA1503161289 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1545 GMT 15 Mar 89 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—Turkey followed the develop- 
ments in Afghanistan closely and does not want to regard 
those as being ethnic, Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Ambassador Inal Batu said on Wednesday. [sentence as 
received] 


In a press conference, spokesman Batu answered a 
question related to Turkey’s recognition of the mujahi- 
din government, saying “since we have not taken a 
decision to recognize it yet, this means that circum- 
stances are not suitable for us for the time being.” 


Commentary Views Unresolved Mersin Question 
NC1603133589 Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 
10 Mar 89 p 6 


[Commentary by Prof Fahir Armaoglu: “A Revision Is 
Necessary”’] 


[Excerpts] The Turkish Government claimed in the 
middle of January that the Turkish view on the 
“question of Mersin,” which came up during the talks 
that were held on conventional arms reductions, had 
been accepted. However, it was later understood that the 
problem was not resolved the way the Turkish Govern- 
ment said it was. Actually, the matter remains suspended 
and “unresolved.” Meanwhile, it has been observed that 
our Western allies have “refrained” from supporting 
Turkey’s justified stand in the difference between Tur- 
key and Greece. 


The Turkish Government described as successful the 
four-piece pyramid formula for the settlement of the 
crisis, which was created by NATO’s move to push 
Turkey “aside” because of the talks that are being held 
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for conventional arms reductions. When studied, how- 
ever, the formula will lead to the conclusion that it 
merely introduces a “change in form” and does not 
provide a change in essence. Nor does it save Turkey 
from remaining on the “edge.” 


Turkey is not confronted with an open opposition on the 
question of its membership in the EEC. However, there 
is no doubt that an “insidious” wave of resistance is 
coming from various channels. 


What is the reason for the “repulsive” stand of Western 
Europe against Turkey? [passage omitted] 


As for Turkey, so long as tension prevails in relations 
between East and West, Turkey has significant “stra- 
tegic” importance. However, as these relations turn to 
peace and disarmament, Turkey’s strategic value will 
decrease. Another point is that the Western world does 
not wish to alarm the Soviet Union by putting weight on 
Turkey’s strategic importance. 


In view of the present state of affairs, Turkey must take 
off its hat and look for new arrangements. 


Parties Form ‘Revolutionary Democratic’ Platform 
NC1403 153489 Istanbul GUNAYDIN in Turkish 
8 Mar 89 pp 3, 9 


[Text] Paris, (GUNAYDIN)—At a news conference in 
Paris, the Europe-based representatives of the Kurdish 
Workers Party, Socialist Homeland Party, Turkish Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Party-C Urgent Action Group, and 
Turkish Communist Party-B Group have disclosed the 
establishment of a “‘revolutionary-democratic” platform 
in Turkey. 


In a joint statement at the meeting, which was attended 
by Turkish, Bulgarian, and French press correspondents, 
the representatives accused the Motherland Party gov- 
ernment in Turkey of causing widespread devastation in 
the country. They said: ““None of the other parties in the 
present organization is capable of responding to the 
needs of the people by putting up an active opposition. 
The Social Democratic Populist Party has been unable to 
inspire hope in the masses as Bulent Ecevit did in 1974, 
and Sulayman Demirel has only been able to inspire 
limited emotion, regardless of being tested by the masses 
a number of times in the past.” 


The joint statement also revealed that plans have been 
made to publish a newspaper which will be distributed in 
even the remotest corners of Turkey. 


True Path Party Leader Criticizes Government 
AU1503151189 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
15 Mar 89 p 3 


[Interview with Sulayman Demirel, chairman of the 
True Path Party of Turkey, by Maren Koester-Hetzen- 
dorf in Ankara: “No True Democracy”; date not given] 


[Text] [Koester-Hetzendorf] Prime Minister Ozal has set 
himself the goal of turning Turkey into the Japan of the 
Near East. Is he on the right path? 
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[Demirel] Stable growth. One has to take care that the 
resources are used further. The health and education 


these sectors are so important for 
a state. We want to distribute the 
resources in such a way that the country has a growth 
rate of 5 to 6 percent, inflation is braked, and investment 
activities are strengthened in order to solve the employ- 
ment problem and to promote production. 


[Koester-Hetzendorf] What chances does your party see 
at the forthcoming local elections? 


[Demirel] We are a big country with 54 million people, 
which is suffering from mi t. Therefore, I do 
not think that the people will vote. for the ruling Moth- 
erland Party. 


[Koester-Hetzendorf] How do you assess the chances of 
EC membership? 


{Demirel} Turkey is a part of Europe and should also 
officially be so. At present, there are 12 countries in the 
EC. Greece, Portugal, Spain, and Italy all belong to the 
Mediterranean area. Turkey should not be left out. We 
a to become a member for 25 years. 
Therefore, a more years of waiting do not matter. 


[Koester-Hetzendorf] Mr Ozal said that a rejection of the 
application would have consequences for Turkey's mem- 
-bership in NATO. 


[Demirel] One should not link the two alliances. But, of 
course, since Turkey is already a NATO country, why 
should it not also be an EC country? 
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[Koester-Hetzendorf] What is your party's attitude 
mm aera ata cates tae 


[Demirel] We are very sensitive in this respect. There are 
human rights violations in Turkey. 


[Koester-Hetzendorf] Turkey criticizes the discrimina- 


’ tion against the Turkish minority in Bulgaria. Is it not 


also time to come to terms with the Kurdish minority in 
Turkey? 


[Demirel] There is no Kurdish minority in Turkey. 
People who speak Kurdish are citizens with all their 
rights. They live with us under one roof. It makes no 
difference where one was born. 


[Koester-Hetzendorf] How would you describe relations 
between the Army and democracy in Turkey? 


[Demirel] Mixed. Democracy is the name of this regime. 
In 1987 the ruling party received 36 percent of the votes, 
but 65 percent of the seats in parliament. What exists 
today in Turkey is not true democracy. This is just a 
continuation of the Army's intervention. 


Opposition Leader Criticizes Ozal's Policy 
AU1503152989 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
15 Mar 89 p 4 


[Interview with Erdal Inonu, chairman of the Social 
Democratic Populist Party of Turkey, by Maren 
Koester-Hetzendorf in Ankara: “Rich at the Cost of the 
Poor”; date not given] 


[Text] [Koester-H Local elections will take 
place in Turkey on 26 March. What importance do you 
attach to them? 


[Inonu] After the constitutional referendum last autumn, 
the voters now have the opportunity to show which party 
they really want. The ruling Motherland Party wanted to 
bring about early elections by means of the referendum, 
because it expected good results. The referendum, how- 
ever, turned into a vote on the government itself: 65 
percent of the voters were against it. This clearly showed 
that the majority rejects the government's policy. These 
elections will now show which party the voters want to 
govern. After the elections we wili have a new situation, 
then the Motherland Party will continue to be the 
dominant party in parliament, but at the local level the 
Social Democrats will dominate. This might lead to early 
new elections. 


[Koester-Hetzendorf] What are the focal points of your 
criticism of the government? 


[Inonu] In particular, economic policy and their under- 
standing of democracy. Mr Ozal proceeds from the 
premise that the naticn first has to become richer and 
then democratic. We think that one must not separate 














In 1983, at the first elections after the military dictator- 
ship, Ozal promised to reduce inflation, which 
amounted to about 30 percent at that time, to 10 percent. 
though there is no 


teen op be tpt ae 


integrated into the European economy. Therefore, we 
are criticizing the government for not being interested in 
making Turkey a truly democratic state and thus remov- 
ing one of the barriers for membership. Concerning the 
economy, we do not think that we must have a com- 
pletely private economy in order to become an EC 
member. Italy is an example of this. We have to expand 
exports and increase industrial production. We also 
should develop tourism further. 


[Koester-Hetzendorf] Do you see any consequences in 
case Turkey's membership in the EC is rejected? 


{Inonu] | am convinced that Turkey will be accepted as 
a member. Turkey has always been a European country. 
We have a culture that is close to the European culture. 
Our friends in the EC tell us that our economy is too 
weak to be integrated. On the other hand, they praise us 
as a reliable and important NATO partner. This is a 
contradiction. We have spent so much on defense that 
we neglected the economy. 


[Koester-Hetzendorf] What is your party's position on 
the accusations concerning human rights violations? 


{Inonu] We advocate respect for human rights in our 
democracy. We are putting human rights violations 
before parliament, and in some cases the guilty can be 
found and punished. | am ashamed that something like 
this happens at all. 


[Koester-Hetzendorf] How do you assess the situation of 
the Kurdish minority in this connection? 
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{Inonu] The Kurdish-speaking citizens are Turkish citi- 
zer5. There are some people who think that the Kurdish- 
speaking citizens should separate from the Turkish 
Republic and should found their own state. We do not 
think that this is correct. This would have disadvantages 
for all, Turks and Kurds. For us it is important to 
guarantee the full democratic rights of all citizens. 





54 Prisoners End Strike in Istanbul 
TA 1603154389 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1520 GMT 16 Mar 89 


[Text] Istanbul (A.A.}—Fifty-four persons who went on a 
ee ee ee ee ae 
— by leftist prisoners ended their action 


In a news conference they organized today they said they 
ended their strike after the Ankara Penitentiary prose- 
cutor promised to launch an investigation into the claims 
of maltreatment of prisoners. 


The hunger strike had begun in Ankara Penitentiary 15 
days ago by political prisoners when some convicts were 
beaten during a search of the wards by security person- 
nel. 


Democratic Concepts Cited in Headdress Argument 
NC 1603090789 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
11 Mar 89 pp 1, 17 


[Editorial by Hasan Cemal: “Remembering Democracy 
by the Headdress”] 


[Excerpts] It is regrettable that the question of “head- 
dress” is still on Turkey's agenda. Indeed, it is unfortu- 
nate for Turkey that we are still occupying ourselves with 
the question of attire, regardless of the fact that we are at 
the doorstep of the 21st Century. 


Our modernization effort has a history of 150 years. A 
total of 65 years have elapsed since the reforms were put 
into effect in the Turkish Republic. We have been 
making an effort to identify with the concept of multi- 
party democracy for the past 40 years. But look at the 
problems we are struggling with: How should the female 
students of the universities dress? Can they or can they 
not cover their hair with headdresses? 


We are unable to understand that these questions con- 
flict with the concept of university education. Further- 
more, we are unable to say that a female student, who is 
old enough to attend university, should decide for herself 
whether or not she should cover her hair. In view of this 
state of affairs, we are contributing toward the creation 
of a state of mutual obstinacy and a dangerous trend of 
political polarization in the community. [passage omit- 
ted] 
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